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On July 15, 2021, Sayara International – in collaboration with the Timbuktu Institute, Centre d’Etudes des
Sciences et Techniques de l’Information (CESTI), Sudan Academy for Communication Sciences, and the
Sudan Federal Ministry of Health – organised a one-day workshop in Khartoum entitled “The Role of Media
in Combatting COVID-19 Disinformation”.
Part of our Sahel-wide programme “Truth About COVID-19”, this event focused on engaging Sudanese
influencers, journalists, and media in activities to counter disinformation about COVID-19. This was an
opportunity to encourage attending journalists and influencers to disseminate campaign material through
their own networks. These materials included a TV spot and a radio jingle to spread awareness on both
disinformation and misinformation around COVID-19. Kindly find both the TV spot and radio jingle
attached to this report for your use – do feel free to share these with your contacts or on your social
media accounts.
The “Truth About COVID-19” programme aims to tackle disinformation around COVID-19 by amplifying
truthful narratives and addressing false messages across the Western Sahel, Lake Chad Basin, and Sudan. It
does this through a combination of influencer engagement, training for journalists and media outlets, and
communication campaigning.

High-level, expert speakers
The workshop featured the highest level of government, international, and civil society representatives,
with keynote speeches by:
Dr. Siddiq Tawer,
Member of the Transitional Sovereign Council
and Acting Head of the Supreme Committee for
Health Emergencies
Dr. Graham Abdelgadir,
Undersecretary of Ministry of Culture
Dr. Bareeq Mohamed Alfatih,
Ministry of Health Promotion Department
Dr. Nima Saeed Abid,
Country Representative, WHO Sudan
Dr. Rawda Mustafa Yousif,
Director, Sudan Academy for Communication
Sciences and Training

Dr. Hanan Mukhtar Abdou,
Extended Programme of Immunisation Officer,
WHO Sudan
Ms. Nadia Ahmed Babiler,
Sudan Actresses’ Association
Mr. Fakhri Khalid,
Sudan Comedians’ Association

Mr. Jamal Hassan Saeed
Sudan Actors Association

Other high-level attendees included:

Dr. El-Waleed Adam Madibo,
Chairman of Sudan Bureau of Governance

Mr. Abubakar Abdeen,
Sudan Journalists’ Association
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Key takeaways
As detailed in an article by Sudan Akhbar (https://www.sudanakhbar.com/1017899), Dr. Siddiq Tawer,
Member of the Transitional Sovereign Council and Acting Head of the Supreme Committee for Health
Emergencies, discussed “the continuation of the struggle against misleading rumours about COVID-19
vaccines” at the event. He pointed out that youth have an important role to play in the current situation:
they could have a significant impact when it comes to countering disinformation. He drew a line from the
challenges that Sudan faced at the beginning of the pandemic to the measures taken by the government
which then led to implementation of the Coronavirus Emergency Committee to manage the situation.

Figure 1:
Dr. Siddiq Tawer, Member of the Sovereign
Council and Acting Head of the National
Committee for Health Emergencies (left)
and Mr. Abubakar Abdeen, Representative
of the Journalists’ Association (right).

Dr. Tawer named the political situation as one of the reasons why people think COVID-19 is just a rumour,
framing this as one of the biggest challenges in terms of precautionary and preventive measures. In
conclusion, he stressed the importance of involving all segments of society to combat the pandemic.

Figure 2:
H.E. Dr. Siddiq Tawer presenting
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The representative of the World Health Organization in Sudan, Dr. Nima Saeed Abid, said that the issue of
rumours is well known. He highlighted that rumours are more dangerous than the disease itself, calling for
strengthening the role of the media. In addition, the Federal Ministry of Health should prioritise publishing
truthful information. Dr. Abid recommended establishing collaboration between stakeholders (governmental
actors, civil society organisations, and private sector) to fight the pandemic.

Figure 3:
Dr. Nima Saeed Abid, World Health
Organization in Sudan

Next, Sudan Akhbar outlined that Dr. Graham Abdelgadir, Undersecretary of the Ministry of Information
and Culture, referred to the role of misleading media and its impact on local communities calling on the
media to reach out to all parties of Sudan and build confidence in those communities. Dr. Abdelgadir also
stressed the importance of the Ministry’s support to combat misleading media.

Figure 4:
Dr. Graham Abdelgadir, Undersecretary of
the Ministry of Information and Culture

Dr. Hanan Mukhtar Abdou, Extended Programme of Immunisation Officer from WHO Sudan, discussed
rumours about vaccines which are spreading in the community: some say the virus leaked from a
Chinese lab, while others suggest it was engineered to spread quickly among humans. She outlined how
development and approval of COVID-19 vaccines was accelerated under the protocol used by the World

THE TRUTH ABOUT COVID-19

4

Page

Health Organization and UNICEF, according to the highest international standards. Researchers, as well as
manufacturers, benefitted from decades of experience in developing vaccines for other diseases.

Figure 5:
Dr. Hanan Mukhtar Abdou, Extended
Programme of Immunisation Officer from
the WHO’s Sudan office

Additionally, Dr. Abdou informed the audience about the AstraZeneca vaccine and how effective it is in
preventing severe COVID-19 infection. She also pointed out the short-term side effects that the vaccine
might cause, but underlined that the vaccines are being tested at all levels until they reach the health
centres.
Finally, she reported that Sudan will take its free share (20%) of vaccines through the COVAX programme,
covering at least 65% of the population. These vaccines are expected to arrive in Sudan at the end of 2021.
Dr. Abdou recommended a partnership with the media, religious leaders, and community leaders to raise
awareness of the vaccination programme.
Dr. Rawda Mustafa Yousif, Director of the Sudan Academy for Communication Sciences and Training,
recommended that the workshop participants seek the truth from reliable sources. She urged NGOs to fight
disinformation in rural areas using modern technology. Despite all the ongoing efforts, she advised, there is
still vast misinformation about COVID-19, particularly regarding the vaccine.

Figure 6:
Dr. Rawda Mustafa Yousif, Director of
Sudan Academy for Communication
Sciences and Training
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Dr. Bareeq Mohamed Alfatih, Ministry of Health Promotion Department, presented a scientific paper
on COVID-19 and the challenges faced by the Ministry in implementing the vaccines since their delivery
to Sudan in March 2021. The Ministry trained people (staff and community members) from the Sudanese
states on disinformation and rumours, their seriousness, their impact on society, and a comprehensive
approach in confronting these issues – such as disseminating awareness campaigns on the vaccine’s benefits
through social media. Also, the Ministry formed trust committees in all states to increase health awareness
and vaccine demand.

Figure 7:
Dr. Bareeq Mohamed Alfatih, Ministry of
Health Promotion Department

Dr. Bareeq indicated that the biggest challenges faced by the Ministry were the fears of side effects as
well as insufficient commitment by state decision-makers. Thereby, she pointed out the impact of social,
economic, and cultural factors.

Figure 8:
Dr. El-Waleed Adam Madibo, Chairman
of Sudan Bureau of Governance (left)
and Dr. Nima Saeed Abid, WHO Country
Representative, Sudan (right)
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Figure 9:
Mr. Jamal Hassan, Representative from the
Sudan Actors’ Association

Figure 10:
Ms. Nadia Ahmed Babiler, Representative
of Sudan Actresses’ Association

Figure 11:
Mr. Bakry Osman,
Director - Sudan, Sayara International
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Media coverage
This workshop, conducted in Arabic, provided significant
visibility for the “The
Truth About COVID-19” campaign
and programme. Bakry Osman, Sayara’s Director - Sudan,
96.6 FM
discussed the workshop in advance on Beladi
(https://beladifm.com/album/lets-have-a-chat/). National TV and
radio stations covered the event and ensured broad outreach
of the message that the media has an important role to play in
combatting disinformation about COVID-19.
https://youtu.be/33LwDlrqsHo
The Sudan News Agency (SUNA) joined the event to capture
comments from Bakry Osman, Director - Sudan, Sayara
International; Dr. Rawda Mustafa Yousif, Director, Sudan
Academy for Communication Sciences and Training; and
Dr. Graham
Abdelgadir, Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Information and Culture. Find the short video here:
https://youtu.be/RMRXx9uJ1M0
The first 15 minutes of the event were livestreamed on Sayara
Sudan’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/watch/liv
e/?v=567716821027458&ref=watch_permalink To see future
updates from Sayara’s Sudan team, please do follow/like this
Facebook page.
As mentioned above, read Sudan Akhbar’s article on the workshop
at the following link: www.sudanakhbar.com/1017899

July 15 at 01:22
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Sudan & COVID-19
Data from a survey conducted by Sayara International in December, 2020, demonstrate that although Sudan
is the most informed and concerned about the coronavirus pandemic compared to its neighbours in the
broader Sahel region, it is also the most vulnerable to COVID-19 mis-/disinformation.
Paradoxically, the World Health Organization (WHO), scientists, and health workers are trusted by almost 8
out of 10 Sudanese people, but only a minority of the population use them as a source of information about
COVID-19.
Despite the Sudanese being more informed and concerned about COVID-19, this is not reflected in changes
in behaviour to prevent the spread of the disease.

Finally, disease control measures are particularly difficult to implement in Sudan due to social, economic,
and structural challenges – such as cultural background, absence of a safety net, poor adherence to maskwearing, limited access to water, and crowded living conditions.
By conducting this workshop and sharing prepared materials, we aim to contribute to countering
disinformation and misinformation by disseminating truthful messages among journalists and influencers –
who then spread these messages and accurate knowledge among their audiences.
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Contributing to tackling false
COVID-19 information
We believe it is the responsibility of every individual to tackle COVID-19 disinformation and misinformation.
The journalists and influencers invited to the recent workshop will be disseminating the materials from the
Truth About COVID-19 campaign (such as the TV spot and radio jingle) with their audiences.
In addition, as the Ministry of Health has already started doing some work to tackle disinformation and
rumours, this event initiated future potential collaborations with attending influencers and journalists to
spread awareness about disinformation in the country.

What can you do to help?
We encourage you to play your part by countering
false information and sharing truthful, accurate
messages.
Alongside this report, we have also sent you a
selection of materials which are freely available for
you to send on to your contacts, upload to your
organisations’ websites, or post to social media, as
appropriate.

Distribute the materials from
the “Truth About COVID-19”
campaign within your networks.

Disseminate research papers
on the truth about COVID-19.

The workshop described in this report is just one of a series of activities that Sayara International and
partners have been carrying out to combat the wave of misinformation in Sudan and the wider Sahel region.
In addition, we conducted research on various key topics and present these findings to you in the five
attached (short) research papers. As with the TV spot and radio jingle, these are also available for you to
share widely and contribute to tackling false information about COVID-19 in Sudan.

Disinformation
Narratives
about COVID-19
in Sudan
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Disinformation
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Audiences
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COVID-19 as a
Geopolitical
Weapon
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TV spot

Radio jingle

This animated video for TV broadcast features
a man dressed in a jalabiya chatting with his
companion. He stresses that developing vaccines
for COVID-19 is a big step towards combatting the
virus and preventing it from spreading. However,
his companion mentions that rumours and
misinformation regarding the side effects of the
vaccines (e.g. immunodeficiency or infertility) are
being spread.

First, the radio ad sheds light on the economic,
social and health effects caused by the coronavirus
globally and locally. To fight this, people shall take
all preventative measures like wearing a mask and
social distancing as well as getting vaccinated to
protect themselves and those around them. In
addition, it stresses that any vaccine approved
by the Federal Ministry of Health and the World
Health Organisation is safe and most appropriate
to take. However, we need to be careful of
rumours and misinformation spread about the
side effects of the vaccine (e.g. immunodeficiency
or infertility). Therefore, the last part encourages
the audience to use official information sources,
such as the Federal Ministry of Health and the
World Health Organisation websites.

The last scene shows the man in the jalabiya
encouraging the audience to use official
information sources, such as the Federal Ministry
of Health and the World Health Organisation
websites as well as to take precautions and get
vaccinated to protect themselves and those
around them.

IfIf you
assistance
youhave
haveany
anyquestions
questionsororrequire
requireany
assistance
in in
sharing
sharingthese
thesematerials,
materials,please
pleasedo
donot
nothesitate
hesitatetoto
contact
(shams@sayarainternational.com)
from
contact Shams
Zenobya
(zenobya@sayarainternational.com)
from
the Sayara
International
the
Sayara
International
team. team.
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